
UA Zero Waste
2024 Update



UA GOAL

90% DIVERSION BY 2040
The proposed zero waste benchmarks are:

- 2028 50% diversion rate

- 2034             70% diversion rate

- 2040             90% diversion rate

DIVERSION vs AVERSION
Waste diversion is the repurposing of goods in some shape or 

form, while waste aversion is the practice of avoiding wasteful 

goods entirely, For example, one could divert a plastic bottle by 

recycling it, or avert it completely by bringing one’s own bottle.



WASTE HIERARCHY



WASTE FLOW



FY2024 DIVERSION SUMMARY

Total Landfill: 2,197

Total Diverted Waste:594

Diversion Rate: 21%

Marginal Change in 

diverted tons from 2023: 

53% increase Landfill 79%

Diversion 21%

UA WASTE FY2024

FY2024

Compost
25%

Recycle
37%

Surplus
38%

RFR
1%

DIVERSION CATEGORIES



UA UNIT LANDFILL REPORT

FY2024 BREAKDOWN OF LANDFILL WASTE BY UA UNIT

E/G
29%

Housing
40%

Athletics
25%

Union
6%

*The unit landfill report is 
based on average 
proportions calculated over 
the last five fiscal years, 
which were selected for 
their consistent data 
because CARDs does not 
provide data separated by 
individual UA units



UA UNIT DIVERSION SUMMARY

FY2024
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FY2024 DIVERSION REPORT: 

EDUCATION/GENERAL

E/G DIVERSION SUMMARY

DIVERSION PROGRAMS: Recycling | Surplus | E-Waste
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FY2024 DIVERSION REPORT: 

HOUSING

HOUSING DIVERSION SUMMARY

DIVERSION PROGRAMS: Recycling | Surplus 
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FY2024 DIVERSION REPORT: 

ATHLETICS

ATHLETICS DIVERSION SUMMARY

DIVERSION PROGRAMS: Recycling | Razorback Food Recovery 
(RFR)
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FY2024 DIVERSION REPORT: 

UNION

UNION DIVERSION SUMMARY

DIVERSION PROGRAMS: Recycling | Razorback Food Recovery 
(RFR)
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FY2024 DIVERSION REPORT: 

CHARTWELLS

CHARTWELLS COMPOST AND RFR TONNAGE SUMMARY 

DIVERSION PROGRAMS: Recycling | 

Compost | Razorback Food Recovery (RFR)
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*The sharp decline in 2022 
and 2023 is due to a 
shortage in compostable 
bags



RECYCLING 
On July 1st, 2023, the U of A began using 

CARDS Holdings, Inc. for waste and 

recycling pickup, instead of Waste 

Management.



RECYCLING 
CAMPUS RECYCLING SUMMARY
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LANDFILL
CAMPUS LANDFILL SUMMARY​
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RAZORBACK FOOD RECOVERY

CAMPUS RFR SUMMARY​

FY2018 - FY2024
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COMPOSTING
CAMPUS COMPOSTING SUMMARY

FY2018 - FY2024
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ELECTRONIC WASTE

CAMPUS E-WASTE SUMMARY

FY2019 - FY2024
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SURPLUS WAREHOUSE

CAMPUS SURPLUS SUMMARY

FY2019 - FY2024
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