
	

UA Sustainability Council || Agenda 
	
February 18, 2025 
Tuesday  
3:00-4:30PM 
MS Teams  
 

1. Co-chair updates 

a. Associate Vice Chancellor, Facilities Management, Scott Turley 

i. Official title is now Special Projects and Utilities Support Services, officially retired, but 

sticking around to see some utilities projects through.  

ii. Solar farm in Nashville, AR part of the UA System solar service agreement, which will be 

a 3-megawatt solar array.  

iii. Scott is working with Swepco getting site approvals for the other UA System arrays, 

which you can find a map of all the proposed locations here.  

iv. Shovels are in the ground moving these solar projects forward and the UA anticipates the 

arrays to begin producing power by the end of 2025. 

v. The full details of the UA solar service agreements can be found at solar.uark.edu 

b. Director of Sustainability Academic Programs, Ken McCown 

c. ASG Director of Environmental Affairs, Ben Hollis 

i. ASG organized a bike giveaway to students with pedal it forward and they plan to give 

those bikes out at the next Cruise to Campus event on March 5. 

ii. There is an Earth Day Celebration with a farmers market on campus scheduled for April 

22 at the Union Mall from 9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

2. Updates from Emma Armendariz, the UA’s Active Transportation Coordinator 

a. Commuter Survey results 

i. Over 1,000 responses from students, faculty and staff 

ii. The data show a continuing trend away from cars with the rise of alternatives like 

personal electric devices such as scooters, bicycles and skateboards, apartment shuttles, 

and the scooter and bike share system through Spin and VEO.  

iii. In 2015 60% of people who participated claimed a car as their primary mode of 

transportation whereas in 2025 that number is now 46% 

iv. Some feedback received from the survey was: not enough premium or indoor bicycle 

parking, no end of ride facilities like locker rooms available for commuters, citing the lack 

of these things being a barrier to commuting. 

v. The full slide deck with the full commuter survey data is attached. 

b. Campus bicycle parking 

https://sustainability.uark.edu/_resources/pdfs/solar-field-locations.pdf


	

i. Moving forward with a secured covered bike parking facility outside the Union and 

installing four more bike racks on the east side of Mullins Library once the renovation is 

complete 

c. Ramp projects 

i. Moving forward with converting a set of stairs going in to the first level of Harmon 

Garage into a ramp to provide easier access to bicycles.  

d. Maple Street 

i. Maple St renovation is in full swing, and we are hoping to break ground this summer, 

thanks to the 7.5 million dollar Safer Streets for All grant. 

ii. The project includes a new streetscape with 8’ senior walks on the north and south side, 

premium crosswalks with a shorter travel distance, a full cycle track on the south side of 

the road that will connect directly into the Razorback Greenway 

e. Bike Fest à GORP Fest 

i. GORP Fest is intended to be a celebration of outdoor engagement and an opportunity for 

student, faculty, and staff to learn about what resources exist to support their outdoor 

interests on campus and throughout Northwest Arkansas. Through this event, attendees 

will find opportunities to connect with our outdoor community and celebrate the joy of 

spending time outside, satisfying the needs and wants centered around recreation, 

transportation, well-being and more. 

ii. The event is April 3 at the Union Mall from 11:00 am – 2:00 pm 

3. ASG SR2 in support of more native plants on campus  

a. ASG Sentate Chair Logan Martin shared updates about a resolution passed to have native plants be 

the focus for new beds and construction on campus, and work with OFS and campus planning to 

update the campus landscape manuals.  

4. EPA Carbon Pollution Reduction Grant 

a. The UA has three projects that were awarded 2.4 million dollars from the EPA as part of a larger 

grant received by NWA. 

b. The three projects are the Oak Ridge Paved Trail extension that would complete the “campus 

loop,” Oak Ridge Hillside (south of WCOB) land restoration, and the Arkansas Research and 

Technology Park of 25 acres in a non-buildable floodplain, as well as the remnant prairie and Oak 

Knoll at the Cato Springs Research center. 

5. Bird Strike prevention decals 

a. There have been several locations identified on campus as high risk for bird strike deaths and the 

OFS is working with FAMA to get dot matrix decals installed on these areas. One is the skybridge 

between WCOB and the Reynolds Enterprise center. 

6. Discussion about challenges and opportunities across campus 



	

7. New annual reports have been published.  Please request physical copy from sustain@uark.edu  

8. Good-of-the-Order 

9. Next meeting is April 15th 
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Results and data analysis

2024 Commuter Survey
University of Arkansas



Background
• Each year, the Office for Sustainability leads efforts to collect data on university 

wide transportation trends. In early September of 2024, OFS began distribution of 
their digital commuter survey to students, faculty, and staff across campus.  

• Some of the main areas of interest include: 
• Primary modes of transportation used to get to/from campus 
• Satisfaction levels with existing transportation modes and services 
• Commuter interest in improvements to transportation services 
• Changing mode share trends 
• User feedback



Commuter Survey Overview
• Survey was administered from September 3rd - October 10th, 2024 
• 1,022 responses from UARK faculty, staff, and students were collected 
• Submitted responses were anonymous unless participant wished to enter the 

giveaway 
• 65% of respondents were ages 18-24 
• 62% of respondents were off-campus students 
• 86% of respondents commute to campus at least five days per week



University of Arkansas Environmental Impact

• 85% of respondents believe the UofA should reduce it’s environmental impact 

“In your opinion, how important is it that the University of Arkansas reduces it’s impact on the environment?”

Very unimportant
7%

Somewhat unimportant
8%

Somewhat important
36%

Very Important
49%



Survey Respondents - Demographics

Staf
18%

Faculty
7%

Off
62%

On-Campus Student
13%

UARK Affiliation UA Affiliate 
Group

Total 
Campus 

Population

Number of 
Responses 
Received

Percentage 
of Total 

Population

Faculty 1,651 61 3.7%

Staf 3,750 181 4.8%

Students 32,140 743 2.3%



Survey Respondents - Demographics

Prefer not to answer
3%

Non-binary
2%

Male
39%

Female
56%

Gender

Under 18
1%

Prefer not to answer
1%

65-74
2%

55-64
6%

45-54
6%

35-44
7%

25-34
12%

18-24
65%

Age Range



Getting to campus

• 40% of respondents reported they live within two miles of the main UofA 
campus, a very conducive range to use alternative transportation

“Approximately how many miles is your one-way trip to campus?”

Less than 1 mile

1-2 miles

2-4 miles

4-8 miles

8-12 miles

12-20 miles

>20 miles

I mainly telecommute

0 55 110 165 220



Getting to campus
“What modes do you most often use to get to and from campus?”

• The number of individuals using alternative transportation to get to campus is 
greater than the number of individuals driving a car to campusBicycle

6%

E-scooter, skateboard, or similar
1%

Apartment Shuttle
2%

Bus
16%

Carpool
3%

Motorcycle or gas scooter
1%

Rideshare or dropped of
4%

Car
47%

Walk
20%



Getting to campus
“What modes do you most often use to get to and from campus?”

• Over the last decade, transportation trends have shown a decline in the 
number of people primarily driving to campus.
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Commuter satisfaction

• There is a significant relationship between satisfaction and mode of transportation used.  
• The most satisfied individuals are those who walk. 
• The least satisfied are those who ride the bus or get dropped off by a friend. 

“How satisfied are you with your transportation option(s) when commuting to campus?”

Very Unsatisf
7%

Somewhat Unsatisf
19%

Somewhat Satisf
44%

Very Satisf
30%



Alternative Transportation
“Do you use alternative transportation (bike, walk, transit, etc.) to commute? If not, why?”

I use alternative transportation
I'm unsure what mode best suits my needs

I'm uncomfortable using AT during inclement weather
I have already invested in a parking pass

There's not a bus stop near my home
There's no secure bike parking

Driving is more convenient
I do not feel safe walking

I do not feel safe riding a bike or e-scooter
I do not live close enough

The bus routes do not pickup frequently enough
I frequently have to haul large or heavy items

I have health concerns and/or limitations
Another reason

0 75 150 225 300
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Can be influenced by UA partnerships, development, education, and encouragement efforts.



Alternative Transportation
“Do you use alternative transportation (bike, walk, transit, etc.) to commute? If not, why?” 

Quotes from respondents:

“I commute by bike much less 
this year with the HPER being 
closed and so few showering 
options around campus.”

“The buses are constantly full 
during peak times and have to 
drive past students waiting for 
the bus”

“I’m a working parent and need 
to be able to leave to get my kids 
if needed.”

“[There is] no bus route from/to 
[my area].”

“Not enough alternative 
transportation infrastructure in 
my community.”

“I have already invested in a 
parking pass for the year.”



Transportation Systems
“What would you do to improve UA transportation systems?”

More covered bicycle parking
More bicycle trails/routes

Improvements to bicycle trails/routes
Indoor bicycle parking in dorms

Better connections to the Greenway
Better lighting at night

Better sidewalks
Better crosswalks

More bus routes
More bus stop locations

Increased frequency of bus routes
Improve stop amenities

Do away with annual parking passes
Parking lot/garage capacity display

Cheaper parking
More expensive parking

More electric vehicle charging
Provide incentives to people using AT

Improve ADA access
Skateboard racks/storage
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Transportation Systems
“What would you do to improve UA transportation systems?” 

Quotes from respondents:

“Easier access to showers/
lockers for bikers to change 
upon arrival.”

“E-bike charging and secure 
parking; A secure area in garages 
like Harmon would be excellent (as 
well as near dorms that don’t have 
garages close by).“

“Freshman car lots off campus; A 
lot of cars in on-campus lots just 
sit there for days or weeks at a 
time.”

“For students, parking costs 
associated with how close they 
live to campus (e.g. the closer 
someone lives to campus the 
more they pay.”

“We desperately need more buses 
on existing routes! Also, could we 
run the buses more frequently on 
Saturdays and start providing a bus 
service on Sundays?”

“A light rail system that connects 
east and west Fayetteville with 
UA and North/South rail line in 
the middle.”



Escooter Share Programs

“Have you used a Spin or 
Veo escooter in 
Fayetteville?”

No
65%

Yes
35%

“Are you supportive of expanding systems like 
the escooter and bike share programs.”

Need more info.
12%

No
13%

Neutral
38%

Yes
37%



Escooter Share Programs
“If there was not an escooter available, what mode of transportation would you have 

used instead?”

Walk
Car
Bus

Ridershare (Uber/Lyft)
None, I wouldn't have traveled

Bicycle
Motorcycle or gas scooter

Dropped off by friend
Skateboard or similar

Other
Apartment shuttle

0 75 150 225 300



Key Takeaways
• Transportation trends have shifted towards alternative modes over the last decade. 

As campus populations continue to rise, it’s likely this trend will continue.  

• Respondents noted they would be more likely to utilize alternative modes of 
transportation is they were provided with incentives and better facilities. 

• No single mode of transportation will work for everyone. Equitable investment in 
alternative modes is vital to sustainable transportation systems.  

• Making alternative modes more accessible and easier to use would encourage 
affiliates to utilize them. The most noted reason for not using alternative 
transportation was “driving is more convenient.”



Biking Facilities - Parking and Ramps
• Respondents noted they would be 

more likely to utilize alternative 
modes of transportation is they 
were provided with incentives and 
better facilities

• Making alternative modes more 
accessible and easier to use would 
encourage affiliates to utilize them. 
The most noted reason for not 
using alternative transportation 
was “driving is more convenient.” Residence Halls Central Campus



Maple Street
- Full renovation of Maple St. 

from Garland to the 
Razorback Regional 
Greenway 

- Aiming for a May start date 
- No current or anticipated 

funding barriers



Maple Street



Campus Loop
The University of Arkansas campus 
sits just blocks from the Razorback 
Regional Greenway—a regional 
network of over one hundred miles of 
paved trails.  

Unfortunately, the connectivity 
between the Greenway and campus 
destinations lacks adequate 
infrastructure to serve all ages and 
abilities of users. 

The campus needs a contiguous loop 
of multi-use paved trail to envelope the 
campus core and allow for efficient 
transportation and recreation.



GORP Fest
- Shift from Bike Fest to encompass all outdoor engagement 
- Collaboration between OFS, Walton College + Greenhouse Outdoor Recreation 

Program, UREC Outdoors, and Outdoor Leadership  
- Thursday, April 3rd from 11:00am - 2:00pm in the Union Mall
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The 10-acre Post Oak Savanna



The CSRC Remnant Prairie
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