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University of Arkansas
Green Buildings - FY ‘18

Overview
This report outlines green building certi�cations at the University of Arkansas:  Green Globes 
and Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design. In 2007, the university committed to 
building all new construction and major renovation projects to meet LEED Silver require-
ments as part of the UA’s commitment to the American College and Universities Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment. These certi�cation programs are third party veri�cation systems. 
Nearly one million gross square feet (GSF) of green building space was constructed between 
FY 2004 and 2018. 
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Green Building Certi�cation Systems De�ned 

Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED) 
Building projects earn points to achieve di�erent levels of certi�cation. LEED certi�cation 
provides strategies to achieve high performance in key areas of human and environmental 
health, sustainable site development, water savings, energy e�ciency, materials selection 
and indoor environmental quality. Certi�cation levels are Certi�ed, Silver, Gold and Platinum. 

Green Globes  
A streamlined, online assessment and rating tool that automatically generates a report, 
ratings, achievements, and recommendations through a questionnaire.  Buildings that 
achieve 35% or more of the 1,000 points possible in the Green Globes rating system are 
eligible candidates for a certi�cation of one, two, three, or four Green Globes.  
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Green Building Inventory
The University of Arkansas constructed twenty certi�ed buildings since FY 2004, totaling 
916,116 GSF that belongs to certi�ed green buildings (Table 1). This represents 10% of the 
total campus GSF (Figure 1). 
Table 1. List of certi�ed green buildings on campus 



3

Summary
The University of Arkansas committed to build a green campus. As of �scal year 2018, there 
are twenty green buildings certi�ed by a third party veri�cation system, eighteen of which 
are LEED. Over 916,000 GSF of green building space was constructed between FY 2004 and 
2018. Additional buildings are scheduled for certi�cation in the future. As depicted in the 
University of Arkasnas Climate Action Plan 2018, buildings on campus contribute to the 
majority of the campus carbon footprint. Continuing to use third party green building codes 
to align campus buildings with industry standards will be essential to leading by example. 

Figure 1. Total campus GSF verses certi�ed green building GSF 
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Over the past 10 years, the 
GHG emissions per square 
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decreased by 32%.
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